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Sheep Progeny Test field day: Otiwhiti Station  

In partnership with facial eczema breeders (FE) and Otiwhiti Station, B+LNZ Genetics 

hosted breeders and commercial farmers for a Sheep Progeny Test Field day earlier this 

month. This Next Generation site focuses on best practice use of existing genomic and 

RamGuard tools to identify rams that produce FE-tolerant progeny. 

Key commercial farmer messages from the day: 

• FE is increasing in intensity and frequency in more regions. 
• You don't have to lose production to gain FE tolerance. 
• Genetics is a permanent solution to FE challenge. 

Key breeder messages: 

• Star rating system and DPX do not highlight the same animals. So which is more 
accurate at predicting tolerance of progeny? 

• All rams now have a GGT21 eBV and DPX compared to only some at start of trial. 

• All participating flocks have results from this trial.  

http://links.beeflambnz.com/m/1/79429596/02-b18151-7c0390c90ae446b88408f19ef73ada2d/1/52/7684e019-0ad9-45b5-9fad-ad7b0edf52af


Watch 30 second Field Day video (on Facebook) 

 

Want to know more about this project? Call 03 477 6632 or email info@blnzgenetics.com 

  

 

  

 

  

Pregscan audit on SIL 

A recent audit of pregnancy scanning data on SIL showed: 

1.  A number of flocks with no dry ewes recorded (i.e. no ewes with preg scan = 0), and 

2.  A number of flocks with a high % of dries (17-38%). 

The first point reduces NLB BVs by inflating the flock average. E.g 100 ewes - 5% dries, 65% 

have twins, 20% single and 10% triplets = total of 180 lambs. 

• With dries recorded: 180 lambs/100 ewes, flock average = 1.8 lambs per ewe. 

• Without dries: 180 lambs/95 ewes, so flock average is now 1.9 lambs per ewes.   

A greater proportion of ewes will be below the flock average, reducing NLB eBVs. 

The second point means we do not have full records. If there is no lambing record for a ewe, 

the system will look for a preg scan record. If pregnancy scanning information is incomplete 

then ewes for whom there is not a lambing record – e.g. abortion, sale/culled/missing at 

lambing – will have no data, reducing the accuracy for related females. 

For DNA parentage flocks, full pregnancy scan records are required to calculate number of 

lambs born, birth and rearing rank and to derive survival information. 

Remember: With NLB (a trait with a low heritability), there is greater emphasis on relatives’ 

information than for traits with a higher heritability such as live weights. 

Take home message: Put all ewe and hogget pregnancy scanning records on SIL to 

increase NLB breeding value accuracy, including dries with preg scan = 0. 

 

 

 
  

http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY%3AMDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk%3AYmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56%3AY29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0JMTlpHZW5ldGljcy92aWRlb3MvMTI5NTQ5NTcxNzI3MjQ4OS8_X2NsZGVlPVltVmphM2xBZDI5eWEzTm9iM0JrTG1OdkxtNTYmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZSZlc2lkPWUyMThiZjViLTU2NjItZTgxMS04MTUzLWUwMDcxYjY3YWNhMQ&K=AlC57f2EsLBpnwNXqjpTFA
mailto:info@blnzgenetics.com


 

  

 

  

BPT Field Day: take-home messages 

Beef Progeny Test field days were held at Mendip Hills and Rangitaiki Staion in May, 

attracting a total of 150 people. New processing data was presented. 

The key points: 

• A 35% difference between the highest and lowest sires for hitting Silver Fern Farms 
Beef EQ reserve grade (achieving high quality). 

• Sire carcass quality EBVs are doing a fair job of predicting the actual carcass quality 
of their calves. 

• Cattle that were heavier, fatter and handled well tended to hit the reserve grade more 
often 

• It’s about breeding and feeding to hit premium markets. 

 Watch this space for the full Cohort 1 sire report, due out next month. 

Field day handout  |  Sire report 
  

 

  

 

 

 

Power of the Bull Field Day 

National Beef Genetics Manager Max Tweedie spoke to about 

70 farmers and rural consultants at last month’s Power of the 

Bull Field day on the Hore family's Stonehenge and Patearoa 

stations, near Paerau. 

 

The field day focused on Hereford bulls and was organised by 

Southern Districts Hereford Club (SDHC) chairman Daryl King, 

in association with Beef + Lamb New Zealand. 

Read More 

  

 

  

http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY%3AMDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk%3AYmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56%3AY29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL2ZpbGVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vYmVlZmxhbWJuemNvbS1hZXF4MS9kb2N1bWVudHMvYmxuemdlbmV0aWNzL2JlZWZkb2N1bWVudHMvYnB0ZmllbGRkYXloYW5kb3V0cy1yYW5naXRhaWtpMjAxOC13ZWIucGRmP19jbGRlZT1ZbVZqYTNsQWQyOXlhM05vYjNCa0xtTnZMbTU2JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMjUwOGU5ZThmNmQwZTUxMTllOTAwMDE1NWQ4ZmIyYzUtZWI0YjBhYmEyOWE1NDY2MWIwZmFhYjdiYTUwOWY3M2UmZXNpZD1lMjE4YmY1Yi01NjYyLWU4MTEtODE1My1lMDA3MWI2N2FjYTE&K=rpSD_-uBt9fxM6kqww8lwg
http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY%3AMDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk%3AYmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56%3AY29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cDovL2ZpbGVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vYmVlZmxhbWJuemNvbS1hZXF4MS9kb2N1bWVudHMvYmxuemdlbmV0aWNzL2JlZWZkb2N1bWVudHMvc2lyZXJlcG9ydGNvaG9ydDEucGRmP19jbGRlZT1ZbVZqYTNsQWQyOXlhM05vYjNCa0xtTnZMbTU2JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMjUwOGU5ZThmNmQwZTUxMTllOTAwMDE1NWQ4ZmIyYzUtZWI0YjBhYmEyOWE1NDY2MWIwZmFhYjdiYTUwOWY3M2UmZXNpZD1lMjE4YmY1Yi01NjYyLWU4MTEtODE1My1lMDA3MWI2N2FjYTE&K=C9nRtdRP_Oth6BUxb2a67A
http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY%3AMDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk%3AYmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56%3AY29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2R0LmNvLm56L3J1cmFsLWxpZmUvcnVyYWwtbGlmZS1vdGhlci9tdWNoLXVzZWZ1bC1kaXNjdXNzaW9uLWZpZWxkLWRheT9fY2xkZWU9WW1WamEzbEFkMjl5YTNOb2IzQmtMbU52TG01NiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTI1MDhlOWU4ZjZkMGU1MTE5ZTkwMDAxNTVkOGZiMmM1LWViNGIwYWJhMjlhNTQ2NjFiMGZhYWI3YmE1MDlmNzNlJmVzaWQ9ZTIxOGJmNWItNTY2Mi1lODExLTgxNTMtZTAwNzFiNjdhY2Ex&K=UsPWd3z4W9gFOOPg-Je06w


 

  

One step for cow – one giant leap for bovine-kind  

[This story was written by B+LNZ Genetics for Country-Wide Beef, thus the commercial 

farmer focus.] 

With every season that passes, predicting a bull’s actual performance – before you invest in 

him – becomes increasingly accurate. The latest tool is called “single step”. Yes, it’s hard-

core genomic science, but you don’t need to worry about that. As a commercial farmer, all 

you need to worry about is that bull breeders who are investing in this technology deserve 

your attention, come bull-buying time. 

  

If a breeder is using genomics, his sale bulls will have more accurate estimated breeding 

values (EBVs). That means you can have a lot more confidence that those bulls will deliver 

what their EBV figures predict. 

 

Read More 

  

 

  

 

The team (from left): General Manager Graham Alder, IT Programme Manager David Campbell, Lead Scientist Dr 

Michael Lee, Science Manager Eleanor Linscott, Genetic Evaluation Technical Manager Sharon McIntyre, Sheep 

Genetics Manager Dr Annie O'Connell, Beef Genetics Manager Max Tweedie and Office Administrator Pam 

Schofield. 

More information about team 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY%3AMDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk%3AYmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56%3AY29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ibG56Z2VuZXRpY3MuY29tL25ld3MvbWVkaWEtcmVsZWFzZXMvb25lLXN0ZXAtZm9yLWNvdy0tb25lLWdpYW50LWxlYXAtZm9yLWJvdj9fY2xkZWU9WW1WamEzbEFkMjl5YTNOb2IzQmtMbU52TG01NiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTI1MDhlOWU4ZjZkMGU1MTE5ZTkwMDAxNTVkOGZiMmM1LWViNGIwYWJhMjlhNTQ2NjFiMGZhYWI3YmE1MDlmNzNlJmVzaWQ9ZTIxOGJmNWItNTY2Mi1lODExLTgxNTMtZTAwNzFiNjdhY2Ex&K=rpQEz9imXw1k95PI2z3G3w
http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY%3AMDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk%3AYmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56%3AY29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ibG56Z2VuZXRpY3MuY29tL2Fib3V0P19jbGRlZT1ZbVZqYTNsQWQyOXlhM05vYjNCa0xtTnZMbTU2JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMjUwOGU5ZThmNmQwZTUxMTllOTAwMDE1NWQ4ZmIyYzUtZWI0YjBhYmEyOWE1NDY2MWIwZmFhYjdiYTUwOWY3M2UmZXNpZD1lMjE4YmY1Yi01NjYyLWU4MTEtODE1My1lMDA3MWI2N2FjYTE&K=urR9K7NDvR2kl7UVLVwVPQ
http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY:MDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk:YmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56:Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ:dHJ1ZQ:Ng::aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0JMTlpHZW5ldGljcy8_X2NsZGVlPVltVmphM2xBZDI5eWEzTm9iM0JrTG1OdkxtNTYmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZSZlc2lkPWUyMThiZjViLTU2NjItZTgxMS04MTUzLWUwMDcxYjY3YWNhMQ&K=paFnHdfkRpatygW6saxmXA
http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY:MDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk:YmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56:Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ:dHJ1ZQ:Nw::aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vY2hhbm5lbC9VQ21WQzZ2cnBmYndxYXA1d2U1dHlKZUEvZmVhdHVyZWQ_X2NsZGVlPVltVmphM2xBZDI5eWEzTm9iM0JrTG1OdkxtNTYmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZSZlc2lkPWUyMThiZjViLTU2NjItZTgxMS04MTUzLWUwMDcxYjY3YWNhMQ&K=HraMh3dTFfOKwyfBmSgI6g
http://links.beeflambnz.com/c/4/?T=Nzk0Mjk1OTY:MDItYjE4MTUxLTdjMDM5MGM5MGFlNDQ2Yjg4NDA4ZjE5ZWY3M2FkYTJk:YmVja3lAd29ya3Nob3BkLmNvLm56:Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZQ:dHJ1ZQ:OA::aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ibG56Z2VuZXRpY3MuY29tL25ld3M_X2NsZGVlPVltVmphM2xBZDI5eWEzTm9iM0JrTG1OdkxtNTYmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yNTA4ZTllOGY2ZDBlNTExOWU5MDAwMTU1ZDhmYjJjNS1lYjRiMGFiYTI5YTU0NjYxYjBmYWFiN2JhNTA5ZjczZSZlc2lkPWUyMThiZjViLTU2NjItZTgxMS04MTUzLWUwMDcxYjY3YWNhMQ&K=P7mdsp-Y3ztjS8WrPDVOZg

